Energy Regulation — Undergraduate Assignment 2 — Renewables Policy 


Instructions: Please read the hypothetical and write a response to the questions at the end. 


Please do not include any identifying information in your answer as we’re planning to grade 


these responses anonymously. 


Word limit: 1,200 words. 

You may use the textbook, your notes, lecture materials, and any other materials covered 
in class. 

You will not need to conduct outside research. The course material so far is all you’ Il 
need to complete the assignment. 

Please do not speak with other students about the assignment until after the deadline. 
Please do not turn in language generated by artificial intelligence. 

Assume all the cases we have read for class apply in the fact pattern. 

No particular case citation form is necessary as long as you clearly identify the case you 
are referring to by name. 

If you feel you need more information to answer a question, you are free to make factual 
assumptions—but be sure to clearly state what assumptions you are making. 


Please submit your assignment via Courseworks by 11:59 PM on Tuesday, November 7. 


A climate-first candidate wins the 2024 presidential election. The new administration 
needs an ambitious plan to expand renewables and modernize U.S. energy grids. How would you 
advise the White House in this endeavor? Keep in mind that while the president’s powers are 
limited mostly to administrative agency action, the administration will want to take positions 


with respect to state and federal legislation, local rules, and the private sector. 


Please draft an organized plan recommending specific actions that the president can take 
or recommend to other government actors (like Congress, state legislatures, and local 
governments) to facilitate renewables expansion and grid modernization. The president should 
also make recommendations to the private sector. Advise the president on the major issues and 
themes at play, describe the likely effects of your plan, and anticipate possible challenges from 


other government actors, nonprofits, and the private sector. 
A complete plan should consider: 


e What existing laws, cases, regulations and doctrines currently facilitate/impede 
renewables expansions at the federal, state, and locals levels, and how these 
elements could be strengthened in support of renewables or overcome where they 
stand in the way; 

e How the White House should address political pushback related to this plan’s 
effects on the economy, local politics, the energy industry, utility ratepayers, and 
the citizenry in general; 

e The environmental justice aspects of renewables expansion and grid 


modernization. 


